
IN THE WIN TER 1998 is sue of Air power
Jour nal, we in tro duced the Air power Pro -
fes sion al’s Book Club. We’ve had an en -
cour ag ing re sponse so far and hope to

keep hear ing from you, our read ers. Al though 
it’s too early to pub lish our top- 10 list, in this
up date we iden tify some of the ti tles that you
have sug gested. Per haps this will help those
of you who are still think ing about your own
lists.

The Air Cam paign: Plan ning for Com bat
by John A. War den III.

Air Power: A Cen ten nial Ap praisal by Air
Vice Mar shal Tony Ma son.

All Quiet on the West ern Front by Erich
Maria Re marque.

Break ing the Pha lanx: A New De sign for
Land power in the 21st Cen tury by Doug -
las A. Macgre gor.

Catch- 22 by Jo seph Heller.

The Com mand of the Air by Giu lio
Douhet.

For the Com mon De fense: A Mili tary His -
tory of the United States of Amer ica by Al -
lan Mil lett and Pe ter Maslowski.

The First and the Last: The Rise and Fall of
the Ger man Fighter Forces, 1938–1945 by
Gen Adolf Gal land.

The Fu ture of War: Power, Tech nol ogy,
and Ameri can World Domi nance in the
21st Cen tury by George Fried man and
Mere dith Fried man.
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There is no List with a capital L. The
great books are simply the books which
deal most incisively, most eloquently,
most universally, and most timelessly
with man and his world.

—Milton Mayer



Gen eral Ken ney Re ports: A Per sonal His -
tory of the Pa cific War by Gen George C.
Ken ney.

The Gen er als’ War: The In side Story of the
Con flict in the Gulf by Mi chael Gor don
and Ber nard Trai nor.

The Ger man Air War in Rus sia by Rich ard 
Mul ler.

Go ing Down town: The War against Ha noi 
and Wash ing ton by Col Jack Brough ton.

Green Light! A Troop Car rier Squad ron’s
War from Nor mandy to the Rhine by Dr.
Mar tin Wolfe.

Heart of the Storm: The Gene sis of the Air
Cam paign against Iraq by Col Rich ard
Rey nolds.

The Icarus Syn drome: The Role of Air
Power in the Evo lu tion and Fate of the U.S.
Air Force by Carl H. Builder.

Ideas, Con cepts, Doc trine: A His tory of Ba -
sic Think ing in the United States Air Force,
1907–1964 by Rob ert Frank Fu trell.

The Im pact of Air Power, Na tional Se cu rity 
and World Poli tics  ed ited by Eugene M.
Emme.

The In flu ence of Sea Power upon His tory,
1660–1783 by Al fred T. Ma han.

The Long March by Wil liam Sty ron.

The Luft waffe: Cre at ing the Op era tional
Air War, 1918–1940 by James S. Co rum.

Mak ers of Mod ern Strat egy: From Machia-
 velli to the Nu clear Age ed ited by Pe ter Pa -
ret and Gor don Craig.

The Masks of War: Ameri can Mili tary
Styles in Strat egy and Analy sis by Carl H.
Builder.

Men at War: The Best War Sto ries of All
Time ed ited by Ernest Hem ing way.

No Mar gin for Er ror: The Mak ing of the Is -
raeli Air Force  by Ehud Yo nay.

The Painted Bird by Jerzy Kosin ski.

The Paths of Heaven: The Evo lu tion of Air -
power The ory ed ited by Col Phil lip S.
Meil in ger.

Revo lu tion in War fare? Air Power in the
Per sian Gulf by Tho mas A. Keaney and
Eliot A. Co hen.

1794: Amer ica, Its Army, and the Birth of
the Na tion by Dave R. Pal mer.

Sol dier and the State: The The ory and Poli -
tics of Civil- Military Re la tions by Sam uel
P. Hunting ton.

On Strat egy: A Criti cal Analy sis of the Viet -
nam War by Harry Sum mers.

Strat egy in the Mis sile Age by Ber nard Bro -
die.

Strike from the Sky: The His tory of Bat tle -
field Air At tack, 1911–1945  by Rich ard P.
Hal lion.

Thor’s Le gions: Weather Sup port to the
U.S. Air Force and Army, 1937–1987 by
John F. Fuller.

The U.S. Air Serv ice in the Great War,
1917–1919 by James J. Cooke.

Vic tory through Air Power by Al ex an der P. 
de Sev er sky.

On War by Carl von Clause witz.

Winged Vic tory  by Vic tor M. Yeates.

Re mem ber to send your list by E- mail to
edi tor@cadre.max well.af.mil or mail it to Air -
power Jour nal, Attn: Book Club, 401
Chennault Cir cle, Max well AFB AL 36112-
 6428.

Al though we don’t yet have the con soli -
dated list, it will be out soon. For those of you
with Inter net con nec tions, keep your eye on
the Air Chroni cles home page (http://www.air -
power.max well.af.mil). We’ll pub lish it there
first.

If you missed our an nounce ment in the
Win ter is sue and won der what is go ing on,
APJ has in au gu rated a new, con tinu ing sec -
tion—the Air power Pro fes sion al’s Book Club.
In ad di tion to so lic it ing ti tles from the
“names” in the air power arena, we also in -
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vited APJ read ers to sub mit their own lists of
the top- 10 books for the air power pro fes -
sional. Based on the lists we re ceive, we will
de velop our own. We hope you will read
these books and E- mail (or write) a para graph
or two de scrib ing what you thought of the
book, its per ma nence, its im por tance, and its
over all value in the de vel op ment of an air -
power pro fes sional. We will pub lish all ap -
pro pri ate sub mis sions in a sec tion of Air
Chroni cles and will print se lected re sponses in 
Air power Jour nal.

To stimu late dis cus sion both on- line and
in the quar terly edi tions, we sug gest that as
you read one of these books, jot down ideas
or com ments that come to mind. Af ter read -
ing it, re flect on the cen tral theme or sub -
ject and de ter mine how the over all con tent
of the work re lates to that theme. Also re -
flect on any criti cal ob ser va tions that you
can make about the book. Again, write
down your ideas as they oc cur to you. Then
let the proj ect lie fal low in your mind. Af ter
sev eral days, pe ruse the book once again
and draft your com ments. Use your own
words as much as pos si ble. If you choose to
quote from the book you are cri tiqu ing, do
so spar ingly. Lay aside your first draft for
two or three days and then re vise it for
proper Eng lish and clar ity.

A book- club re view is com posed of a criti -
cal evalua tion. Al ways re mem ber that we are
look ing for a cri tique of the book—not sim ply
a de scrip tion of its con tents. So, when you
write your para graph or two, try to ad dress
these four key ques tions:

1. What is the book about? This ques tion
leads to other ques tions. Does the book
have a cen tral theme? Does it ar gue a
the sis? What is the author’s pur pose?
(The lat ter may be stated ex plic itly in
the pref ace or con clu sion, or it may be
im plied within the book it self.) Did the
author achieve that pur pose? Early on,
try to sum ma rize the theme, the sis, or
sub ject in a sen tence or two. Strenu -
ously re sist any temp ta tion to de scribe
the full con tents of the book; as noted

above, your criti cal analy sis of the book
is what really counts.

2. Is the book re li able? The first ques tion to
ask about a work of non fic tion is, Is it
true? Again, this ques tion prompts
other ques tions:
a. Who is the author? What are his or her 

quali fi ca tions for writ ing a book on
this par ticu lar sub ject? Has the
author writ ten other books? If so, are 
those other works about a re lated
sub ject?

b. Where did the author ob tain in for ma -
tion for the book? Is the book based on 
the author’s per sonal ob ser va tions
of events? Is it based on pri mary
sources—let ters, dia ries, speeches,
manu scripts, and ar chi val rec ords—
that were con tem po rary or nearly
contem po rary with the pe riod or
sub ject about which the author is
writ ing? Or is the book based on sec -
on dary sources—that is, on works
writ ten af ter the time of the event us -
ing the pri mary sources? As a re lated
mat ter, be sure to in clude some men -
tion of how the author iden ti fies the
sources upon which the book is
based—by a bib li og ra phy, by notes,
in the pref ace or in tro duc tion, or
sim ply by cas ual ref er ences within
the text.

c. Are the sources re li able? If the book is
based on pri mary ma te ri als, are
those ma te ri als credi ble? If based on
sec on dary authori ties, are those ac -
counts repu ta ble? Briefly but pre -
cisely iden tify some rep re sen ta tive
ex am ples of the sources em ployed.

d. Does the author use evi dence with care
and dis crimi na tion?  Does the author
read into the evi dence ideas or facts
that are not there? Is the author fair
to all par ties, or is he or she swayed
by bias or preju dice? Cite spe cific ex -
am ples of bias or preju dice or of fair -
ness. Also con sider the fol low ing
ques tions: Are the facts cor rect? Do
you con sider the in ter pre ta tions
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valid? Is the the sis well sup ported by 
evi dence and logi cal rea son ing?
Have you been per suaded to ac cept
the author’s con clu sions? What ever
your an swers to the last four ques -
tions, ex plain your rea sons for an -
swer ing them as you did.

3. Is the ma te rial well pre sented? Is the book
un der stand able? Are the con tents well or -
gan ized? Does the author in tro duce the
sub ject in clear and sim ple terms, or does
he or she pre sup pose the reader pos sesses
gen eral knowl edge of the sub ject?

4. Does the book make a con tri bu tion to the
field? What, if any thing, did the book
con trib ute to your knowl edge and un -
der stand ing of the sub ject? Would you
rec om mend the book to some one else?
Ex plain why or why not.1

When you fin ish, send your sub mis sion
to the same ad dress as listed above. We pre -
fer E- mail since we in tend to post your com -
ments on the World Wide Web in Air
Chroni cles as we re ceive them. If you dis -
agree with an other read er’s cri tique of a
book, re spond; we’re aim ing at de vel op ing
an on go ing dis cus sion.

Note

1. Adapted from a student handout attributed to Dr. Harold T. Parker, professor emeritus at Duke University. 
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